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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: UN, IT 

SUBJECT: UN OVERVIEW 

REF: STATE 17255 

1 . US VIEWS ON UN OVERVIEW CONVEYED TO MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AFFARIS (MFA) OFFICIAL VOLPI. VOLPI STATED 
ITALIAN VIEWPOINT IS CONSISTENT WITH THAT OF U.S. 

HOWEVER, ITALIANS WISH TO DOWNPLAY THE EXERCISE AS 
MCH AS POSSIBLE AT LEAST AT THE OUTSET. ON SPECIFIC 
POINTS IN REFTEL, VOLPI RAISED NO SERIOUS OBJECTION 
NOTING THAT MANY OF THESE POINTS WILL BE SUBJECT TO 
NEGOTIATION ONCE OVERVIEW GETS UNDERWAY. VOLPI INDICATED 
ITALIAN REPRESENTATION TO OVERVIEW WILL BE AT RELATIVELY 
LOW LEVEL AT LEAST AT THE BEGINNING. WASHINGTON ITALIAN 
EMBASSY OR ITALIAN UN MISSION OFFICIAL ARE LIKELY 
CANDIDATES FOR REPRESENTATION BUT VOLPI DID NOT OFFER 
ANY NAMES. VOLPI NOTED IT IS HIGHLY UNLIKELY THAT 
ANYONE FROM ROME WILL ATTEND MEETING. AGRDNER 
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